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Preface
‘A small group of nuns and priests met the woman in a house one
evening. While warm outside, a chill had settled over the room.’
I read on…
‘As the priests began to pray, the woman slipped into a trance and
then … When someone secretly sprinkled ordinary water on her,
she didn't react. But when holy water was used, she screamed in
pain and a guttural voice shouted profanities and warnings.’
You've likely seen this before in movies and books which have
mimicked exorcisms. And the 1973 film "The Exorcist" profoundly
shaped how many view demonic possession.
However, the above was an actual exorcism, says the author -- and
included a character not often seen in the traditional drive-outthe-devil scripts.
~~~~~~~
The above referenced article is about Dr. Richard Gallagher, an Ivy
League-educated, board-certified psychiatrist who teaches at
Columbia University and New York Medical College. He was part of
the team that tried to help the woman.
While not part of Gallagher's career plan, he’d heard biblical
accounts of demonic possession but thought they were an ancient
culture's attempt to grapple with mental disorders and he at the
time, called himself a "man of science."
Yet today, Gallagher will tell you demonic possession is very real.
He's seen victims suddenly speaking perfect Latin; sacred objects
flying off shelves; people having "hidden knowledge" or secrets
about people they could not have possibly have known.
5
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Gallagher is now, as he says, a "consultant" on demonic possessions
and has, for the past 25 years helped clergy distinguish between
mental illness and "the real thing." Likely he's seen more cases of
possession than any other physician in the world.
"He's so respected in the field, he's not like many therapists, who
are either atheists or agnostics." said one man.
Possession, Gallagher says, is rare -- but real.
Some critics (and there are always critics of course) say Gallagher
has been possessed by his own delusions; what he's seen are cheap
parlor tricks by people who might need therapy but certainly not
exorcism; and there's no empirical evidence … and so on.
Paraphrased from the original article at: https://www.cnn.com/
2017/08/04/health/exorcism-doctor/index.html
One man said, “When bad things happen to me, I usually attribute
them to unfortunate circumstances every person encounters.”
Then, of course, as sometimes happens, certain events transpire
that lead one to consider whether he or she is being attacked by
some demonic spiritual force, or perhaps you may continue to feel
picked on by the universe.
Those who face life’s challenges, may feel “I can’t catch a break.’
And “The words of St. Teresa of Avila seemed apropos:” he said.
“If this is the way you treat your friends, Lord, no wonder you have
so few!” While reading this is laughable, it’s because it’s very real,
and also tragic, because we often do blame God for our misery.
Adam did while Eve got it right to some extent when she said, “The
serpent deceived me” (Genesis 3:13). It’s what he does!
So, what can the ordinary person do about the devil and demons?
In a book by Mike Driscoll, Demons, Deliverance, Discernment:
Separating Fact from Fiction about the Spirit World, the author
explains demonic possession but also types of demonic attack and
in-between temptation and possession is a middle ground he labels
obsession and oppression. These beliefs are not Catholic dogma but
are acceptable opinions for Catholics to hold. But he then goes on
to say nothing like what Jesus said or did.
In Luke 4:1-13 Jesus enters the wilderness after forty days fasting,
he is not possessed but is tempted by Satan and overcomes him by
God’s Word. After this, he goes into the synagogue and reads from
Isaiah, letting the people know in His mission, God had sent him.
Not once did he claim casting out demons as part of His ministry.
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However, the next event in Luke 4:33-35 he does exactly that with
a man possessed by demonic spirits. Jesus casts out the demons
right after the demons cried, “What business do we have with you,
Jesus from Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are; the Holy One of God.”
When Christ Jesus is present, the demons fear him, which is the
2nd best reason in the world for inviting Christ into your heart and
accepting him as your Lord and Savior. Salvation is 1st, of course.
Demons know Jesus, who He is, and they are afraid of Him. So, if
you don’t deeply believe or your faith is not built on His Word, it
will be much easier for the devil’s demons to influence you, and
ultimately destroy your faith along with your life.
This is another reason in writing this book, so you understand both
angels and demons and their place in your life and what you can
do about it. The man I mentioned above, who is a Catholic, said
once he knew he was under demonic oppression, “I knew what not
to do: it is not the role of the laity [average person] to enter …
combat against demons. Demons are far craftier than [humans],
and we can’t see them to know when they are lurking about.”
How absurd! For even if they’re crafty, Jesus offers a solution.
Because we cannot see them or what they’re doing, does not mean
they’re not there, doing their thing. Demons are under Satan’s
command, are his followers and are organized in spiritual forces of
evil. So, the very best weapon available to us to defeat Satan is
effective and ongoing discipleship.
God has given us the spiritual armor needed to stand against Satan
and his demons: truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith,
salvation, the Bible and prayer. See also Spiritual Warfare.
First, get to know Christ, the spiritual forces that work for God,
namely His angels who follow him in helping us to defeat the devil
and demonic oppression on earth as in heaven. Finally, know your
enemy, the devil and his demons. To know God first is imperative
by immersing yourself in His Word, meditating on His Word, and
then in prayer, talking to Him and listening for His Words to you
however they may arrive. And God speaks to us through people and
dreams and vision, and many other ways. But also, be aware the
devil and his demons can trick you too, as he tried to trick Jesus.
Thus, “knowing your Bible” is critical, for as we’ve seen already,
Jesus defeated Satan by simply speaking the Word.
7
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And do not believe every word of the preacher or priest on Sunday.
Get into the Word yourself! I cannot emphasize this enough, so you
will not easily be deceived, unintentional or not. It’s not that your
pastor or priest is deliberately trying to deceive you, but even men
and women of God can be deceived.
Now the Holy Spirit says, in later times [Now is the time!
The New Testament though usually refers to the period
following the first coming of Christ], some people will fall
away from the faith [Christ’s teachings]. They will pay
attention to deceitful spirits [those influenced by Satan]
and the teaching of evil spirits. −1Timothy 4:1
Those who refuse God though they know in their heart he exists unbelievers - will be easily blinded by Satan’s deceptions.
For the god of this world [Satan] has blinded the minds of
unbelievers, so they would not see the light of the Gospel
of the splendor of Christ, who is the image of God.
−2Corinthian 4:4
So, let people know He is real and after His resurrection…
Jesus said, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go [As you are going—wherever you're going—
share the gospel], therefore, make disciples of all the
nations; baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit and teach them to observe all the
commands I gave you. ...' −Matthew 28:18-20
And remember Jesus words:
These signs will follow those who believe [not just anyone,
but believers] In My name they will cast out demons…
−Mark 16:17a
Once you get on board, and begin to share your faith in Christ, in
time with patience and persistence you will become bolder and
more assured in speaking the truth.
Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no one
comes to the Father, but by me. —John 14:6
But anyone who denies me here on earth will be denied
before God’s angels. —Luke 12:9

†
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Introduction
Angels and Demons: the fact that angels exist should amaze you
while demons should elicit caution, but certainly not fear. Sadly,
Hollywood is notorious for misinformation on angels and demons.
They often depict angels as feminine and winged, or charming folks
helping the not-so-charming humans, or a curly dark-haired guy
trying to ‘earn’ his wings (not biblical). Sometimes, especially in
art they are depicted as naked babies, or worse yet, in the movies
as men in black like “City of Angels” with Nicholas Cage. Demons
on the other hand are portrayed as having such great power that
even pastors and priests are left disabled if not dead.
Angels and demons do exist, but not always as Hollywood would
have us believe and the Bible is not all that clear. Angels are a
species of celestial beings who are not alone in the heavens. But if
you believe they are the same as Cherubim and Seraphim, think
again. And big surprise - Satan is no angel! Whether these celestial
creatures be angel, cherub or seraphs, they serve a purpose. “If
there were no angels, there would be a great gap between us and
God.” Dr. Peter Kreeft says, author of Angels (and Demons): What
Do We Really Know About Them?
No. I don’t accept that statement for Jesus at His ascension said,
He later would send the Holy Spirit who would teach us all things.
So, we know God is with us, with or without angels though there is
a place for angels and even demons, for God allows them to exist
– perhaps to strengthen our faith when tempted (?).
I’ve written this book on Angels and Demons because, like many of
you, I wanted to know the truth, fact versus the fiction that flows
in and out of fantasy novels. Novels abound with fiction too many
people believe are real, like in Dan Brown’s ‘Angels and Demons’
and other authors with similar creative imaginations.
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But as a biblical counselor, it was important to understand angels,
and demons in particular, to help clients who wanted help sorting
out the truth of demons and to strengthen their faith. While it’s
not easy to figure out who’s who, one can make a reasonable and
educated assumption about both angels and demons. However, in
the Bible is where you will find the truth.
In writing Angels and Demons, I researched information in the Bible
and on the web, for on the web there is some truth, whereas with
the authors of fiction there is - well - a lot of fiction. One author
says angels who die are reborn as humans. And a woman I knew, a
Christian, believes she will become an angel when she dies, wings
and all. Another says fallen angels when they die… well, angels
don’t die according to Jesus (see Luke 20:36).
The truth is, when we pass on from this life and enter heaven we
become even greater than the angels! Angels are spiritual beings
created by God to be His servants, and God has given them the
authority and power to do His will - to fight in heavens army against
demonic forces, and as God’s messengers to us humans.
While the Bible says here on earth we are lower than the angels,
in heaven we will be higher than the angels - because we will be
like Christ. Paul challenges believers saying “Do you not know we
will judge the angels?” (1Corinthians 6:3). While this verse may
refer to the rebellious angels who followed Satan, it implies that
after death our status will be above the angels.
Another writer says Satan’s fallen angels, upon dying, become
demons. Truth, fiction, or creative thinking? This is what the Bible
says. “Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting
against the dragon [the devil]. And the dragon and his angels
fought back, but he was defeated … and Satan, the deceiver of the
whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels
were thrown down with him.” — Revelation 12:7-9. Peter remarks,
“God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but cast them
into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be
kept until the judgment” — 2 Peter 2:4.
Still, nothing in the Bible suggests that fallen angels are demons
and nothing there says they are not. As I look upon those creatures
the metaphor for demons that comes to mind is cockroaches.
Imagine demons as the proverbial cockroach; they hide in the dark
(perhaps the dark of our minds) and are dispelled by the light. So,
with Jesus we have the light that quells the demon cockroaches or
the powers and principalities here on earth.
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Have you noticed in the Old Testament, there were the Seraphim
and Cherubim and God’s holy angels? It really wasn’t until the New
Testament that we began to hear about demons. Interesting.
Dennis Bratcher writes, there are places in the Old Testament
where some English translations use the word "demon" or "devils"
("demons": Deut 32:17, Psa 106:37; "goat-demons": Isaiah 13:21,
NRSV; "devils": 2 Chron 11:15, AV). In other places, it is easy for
those in the modern world after reading the New Testament to
think "demons" when reading about "an evil spirit," though the text
clearly says the evil spirit is from God (see, Jude 9:23, 1Samuel
16:14-23). And in Old Testament some English translations use the
word "demon" or "devils" ("demons": Psalm 106:37; "goat-demons":
Isaiah 13:21, NRSV; "devils": 2 Chronicles 11:15, AV).
Given these translation issues, no word in Hebrew is equivalent to
the English word "demon," nor does any other word communicate
the same meaning of a malevolent being in service to the devil.
Bratcher says in today’s culture this came from the imagination of
medieval writers, which then became popular in the church and
was seen as evil beings against which Christians needed to wage
"spiritual warfare." Yet, the ancient Israelites view of "demons"
simply was not part of their culture or way of thinking.
Does this mean demons do not exist? Of course, not. Whether the
Old Testament writers believed in demons is a mote point, because
Jesus certainly did; he cast out more than a few. So, we know that
demons did exist during Jesus time. As to the Old Testament well,
when translating from one language to another we do not seek out
an exact word in, say Hebrew and then translates it into English.
Rather, translation is more about ideas rather than merely words,
and there is rarely a one-to-one correlation between single words
with languages, especially when they are separated by 3,000 years
of history and culture, Bratcher remarks (paraphrased). But we’ll
look more on this in a later chapter.
Myths in fiction while common, in the Bible demons are real, yet
stories of these demonic creatures and how they are portrayed, as
in Dan Brown’s Angels and Demons, often are pure fantasy and
bothersome. While the Order of the Illuminati, of which he wrote,
is true — it was started on May 1, 1776 at the University of
Ingolstadt in Germany — a lot of what he wrote, as I said before,
is pure fantasy, and unfortunately many people accept his fiction
as the truth! Very dangerous.
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To sort things out, this book will define angels and demons and
how they appear in both the Old and the New Testament. Also,
cherubim and seraphim and are they angels or something else. And
which of these is Satan, and the ‘how to’ of spiritual warfare.
So, if you want to know the truth about angels and demons, cherub
and seraph according to the Bible, then take a ride with me into
the heavens and discover for yourself what Angels and Demons,
Cherubim and Seraphim are all about and the principalities and
powers and how Spiritual Warfare defeats demonic powers! But
let’s begin by looking at what the Bible has to say about these. I’ve
listed below several versions of the Bible with the term cherub or
cherubim or angel, and so on: Whether a Cherub is seen as an angel
or not depends upon which version you read!
Cherubim: KJV, NKJV, WEB, CJB, DRB, ERRB, ISV, ABBR, JB
Cherub/Angel: ERV
Creatures: CEV
Winged Creature: NJB, BBE
Guardian Angel: TLB
We now understand how some heavenly beings are classified, so
let’s take a look at Satan. Who or what he is called will again
depend upon which version of the Bible you prefer. Some Bibles
are more liberal than others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12) (ERRB, KJV, NKJV, TLB)
ruler of the demons (Matthew 12:24)
god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4)
devil/accuser (Matthew 4:1)
prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2)
roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8)
serpent (Genesis 3:1)
dragon (Revelation 12:9; 20:2)
adversary (Job 1)
tempter (Matthew 4:3)
the anointed Cherub that covers (Ezekiel 28:14)
Beelzebub (Matthew 12:24)
Belial (2 Corinthians 6:15)
wicked one (Matthew 13:19)

†
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Heavens Hierarchy
Like the Greeks, some believe in a hierarchy of angels, ranked in a
certain order. Regardless, whether the seraphim are angels, which
we’ll see more on later, they’re ranked highest. Some theologians
say the cherubim are second in line, then the archangels, and lastly
the warrior or regular angels. And somewhere are principalities
and powers in heaven and on earth. We know there are warrior
angels, as well as guardian angels, at least for children and perhaps
us grownups too. In fighting a war, the archangels lead Gods army,
and angels assist them. An archangel came to Joshua and when
questioned said, “I have come as commander of Adonai’s army.”
(Joshua 5:14). So, as a commander of Adonai’s army, it is clear,
there is a hierarchy in heavens army, which makes sense.
Some Christian theologians of the medieval period, placed angels
in Angelic Choirs. Apparently, from the New Testament, PseudoDionysius and Thomas Aquinas were able to develop a scheme of
three hierarchies, triads or spheres of angels. I would like to have
gotten in on that conversation because I just don’t see how they
came up with some of these definitions.

First Sphere
The heavenly beings of the first sphere are the servants of God,
Jesus, Son incarnate and also includes the Seraphim, Cherubim and
Thrones, in that order, which Aquinas believed were angels.
Seraphim: These beings belong to the highest heavenly class and
are caretakers of God’s throne. They are six-winged, fiery beings
whose wings are used to cover parts of themselves. Believing they
are angels could be why angels are depicted with wings.
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Cherubim: A Cherubim has four faces, one of an ox, one man, an
eagle and a lion and they have with four wings, are covered with
eyes, and have the body of a lion and ox’s feet. In the entrance to
the Garden of Eden Cherubim along with a flaming sword, which
turns every way, guard the way to the tree of life. It’s not clear
whether the cherubim carry the flaming sword or if it’s merely
present. Again, it seems to depend upon which version you read.
Thrones: These celestial beings, only in the New Testament are
symbols of authority and God’s justice. The throne is one symbol
for them, yet no other was indicated. Not sure if another would be
needed anyway. After all, a throne is a throne.

Second Sphere
These beings are heavenly governors of creation, ruling and guiding
the spirits and include the Dominions or Lordship Virtues and
Stronghold Powers or Authorities.
Dominions or Lordships: These celestial beings regulate duties of
the lower angels. Dominions have beautiful wings and differ from
other celestial beings by a flashing globe of light fastened to the
pommel of their swords or scepters on their heads. Although this
sounds more like modern day Hollywood to me. Nothing was found
in the scripture to even suggest such a description other than the
garden of Eden scenario and the Cherubim and flaming sword.
Virtues or Strongholds: These are the ministries for miracles and
signs in the world. Infused with profound like-God energy, they are
bestowed with illuminations and endow others with virtues. Again,
these are not mentioned in the Bible.
Interesting, the Bible has the word virtue only three times (NKJV):
whatever is true, noble, just, pure, lovely, of good report, if there
is any virtue think on these…. Philippian 4:8
…as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain
to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who
called us by glory and virtue… 2Peter 1:3
But for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge… 2Peter 1:5
Powers or Authorities: These warrior angels fight against the evil
spirits in the world and are armored and equipped with weapons.
They keep order in the universe, supervise other heavenlies and
the distribution of powers among the human race.
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Third Sphere
Principalities are protective angels who guide and safe guard the
Church, people and nations, some govern while others assist. These
could have been discerned from the angels spoken of in Revelation
who were sent to the seven churches. These beings are protectors,
messengers and guides, sent to help humans.
Shown wearing crowns and a scepter, they are the guardians and
educators of the earth, though scripture does not describe such a
being, while certain electronic games do employ them.
Archangels: There are seven who guard the nations and countries
and look after politics, trade and commerce. This seems to come
from Revelations 2-4 where Jesus’ angel has John write letters to
the seven churches. Yet, the angels in the seven churches are more
likely the ministers responsible for the churches as opposed to
being angelic spirits, which is possible.
Angels: The common, most popular and lowest order, are sent
messengers who serve the human race. And these are the ones who
are generally seen throughout the Old and New Testament bringing
messages to various persons.
Wow! Those who created this hierarchy certainly have a vivid
imagination, which is fodder for authros. Still, how they came up
with the spheres is interesting. I’d of thought the archangels would
be nearer the top but seraphim are listed first then the cherubim.
The archangels in the third tier or sphere as messengers does
makes sense, in that they interacted with humans. Still, I have to
wonder what actual angels think of these fanciful and possibly real,
at least in part, descriptions of them. No matter, for now, let’s
take a look at the first sphere, the Seraphim.
Much of what is written by theologians came from human reasoning
and the Bible warns us about this:
The time is coming when people won't listen to sound
doctrine [teaching]. Instead, they will look for teachers
who will please them by telling them only what they are
itching to hear. They will turn from the truth and eagerly
listen to senseless stories. 2Ti 4:3-4
The Forerunner Commentary shares some ideas in this, regarding
human reasoning and how ours differs from God’s.
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Human Reason
Of Deuteronomy 15:19 John Reid (Forerunner Commentary) says,
“we can see the human reasoning coming into play here: ‘I have a
bullock that I am going to give to God, but he looks really great.
Maybe I can use him for a while before I give him [to God].” ‘This
is just human nature’ the author says, and while the passage refers
to tithing, the same holds true for anything. Our human minds use
reasoning to justify our faulty actions or words.
John 6:44 says our attraction to God is not by human reason but
occurs when we are drawn to the Lord by the Holy Spirit and not
by our ability to make sense of or reason about God.
1Corinthians 2:9-13 makes it clear that human reason was at play
when Adam and Eve sinned and were cut off from the Holy Spirit.
Human actions are generally based on human reasoning. Once we
allow human reason to take over, access to the Holy Spirit is closed
off, and something is then a missing in our reasoning ability. While
God created us with a spiritual capacity, it is limited so we cannot
discern the things of God without Him.
The lesson we can learn from Corinthian’s is to grow in knowledge
of the truth and the spirit world and spiritual principles, and so,
humble ourselves before the Word of God. In such matters (angels
and demons), human logic and wisdom are totally useless. We are
inclined to believe those things that appeal to us. Yes, even I. Our
understanding of God and the spiritual must be limited to what is
revealed in His Word. All of our beliefs and practices must be based
on the Bible and it alone, not human reasoning.
1John 4:1 warns us “do not believe everyone who claims to have
the Spirit of God. Test them all to find out if they really do come
from God.” The message he referred to appealed to human not
divine nature. Humans tend to accept their own reasoning when it
‘sounds’ logical and right, but we are to test it by God’s word,
which is true and right even if it seems illogical to our human mind.
This is true for any ‘words of wisdom’ written about angels and
demons and other spiritual creatures. Read about them in the Word
of God and test the words, whether they are true.

†
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Seraphim
Seraphim or Seraphs
The word "seraphim" comes from the Hebrew word saraph, which
means "to burn." Seraphim means to ‘burn with passion’ for God,
igniting the fiery love emanating from them. The Bible describes
love as "a blazing fire, like a mighty flame" (Song of Solomon 8:6).
As the seraphim absorb God's radiant love being in God's presence,
they are completely enveloped by His powerful light of love.
One of the sacred texts in Kabbalah, the Sefer Yetzirah, tells us
the seraphim live near God's throne in a place called Beriyah,
which is full of fiery energy. Seraphim are described in the Bible
only twice, in Isaiah 6:2, and Isaiah 6:6.
“In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a
throne, high and lifted up; the train of His robe filled the
temple. Above stood seraphim; each one had six wings:
with two he covered his face, with two he covered his
feet, and with two he flew. One cried to another: "Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is full of
His glory!" ... Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having
in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs
from off the altar. And he touched my mouth with it, and
said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is
taken away and your sin purged." (Isaiah 6:1-7)
So, seraphim have six wings, two for flying, four covering God and
they fly above God's throne, similar to the Cherubim who cover
[God’s throne]. Jewish myths at one time, cited the seraphim as
angels, however the Bible does not speak of them as such.
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For anyone interested in apocryphal books (and I always find them
interesting) there is a website with tons of information on these
books: Cherubim & Seraphim in in the Testament of Job, Gospel of
Bartholemew aka Questions of Bartholemew, Bartholomew’s Book
Of The Resurrection of Christ, Epistle of Ignatius to the Trallians,
Spectacles by Tertullian, Prayer of Azariah and Song of the Three
Holy Children, Book of the All-Virtuous Wisdom of Joshua ben Sira
aka Wisdom of Sirach aka Sirach aka Book of Ecclesiasticus (not to
be confused with the biblical book Ecclesiastes), The Narrative of
Joseph of Arimathaea and Melchizedek.
http://www.truefreethinker.com/articles/cherubim-seraphim-various-apocrypha

In art, though, Seraphim are often red (the 'burning ones') who hold
a flaming sword with the words 'holy, holy, holy' on the blade.
Seraph as a class of heavenly beings, as already noted are
mentioned only once in the Old Testament, and that is in Isaiah’s
vision and nowhere else, except apocryphal texts.
Isaiah gives no further description of the seraphim’s appearance;
he apparently assumes his readers are acquainted with them or he
doesn’t believe it matters, or maybe he doesn’t believe anyone
would really believe. Still, we can conclude, from the description,
the seraphim were seen as having human faces, human hands, and
human voices. However, let us not hastily conclude the seraphim
are winged human forms. At least this was not the original concept,
although later Judaism pictured them so.
The seraphim are also mentioned in the Book of Enoch (20:7), and
are designated "serpents", and always with the cherubim, and
heavenly creatures standing nearest to God. Bible Odyssey says the
image of the seraph as a snake probably comes from Egyptian art.
(The term ‘seraph’ means both fiery and snake; the idea is that
the snake's venom is fiery, i.e., the victim of a snake bit feels a
burning sensation) There are eighth century B.C.E. stamp seals
from ancient Judah that portray the seraph, and the image is
similar to a snake seen in Egyptian art of then.
In Rev. 4:6-8 four animals are pictured standing near Gods throne.
There is much evidence against the idea that was popular then and
now, that the seraphim are the same as angels. Yet, it is clear the
seraphim have nothing whatsoever to do with "messengers of God.”
Daniel 10:13, the Book of Tobit (apocryphal) and others, offer
information on a series of "chief" angels, but allusions to the
seraphim actually being angels does not exist.

Angels and Demons

As seen, there is a similarity between the seraphim and cherubim.
Both are winged, part human, part animal; both stand near the
throne of God, and appear as its guardians; and, as noted, they
always are together in the Book of Enoch. This by no means proves
the origin of the two as being the same, however. Even in art they
are depicted as quite similar. Still most art is inadequate to render
the image of seraphim and cherubim as they actually exist.
Some say seraphim originated in the Egyptian "seref," as a winged
creature, half lion and eagle, which guarded graves, carried dead
kings to heaven and peoples’ prayers. The form of the seref suggest
rather the Jewish cherubim.
According to others, the concept was from Babylonian origin, and
in Canaan was the Babylonian fire-god Nergal. The seraphim, then,
would be the flames in which this god revealed himself. However,
no one has been able to prove the word "seraph" was ever used as
a name of a god. Most likely, the seraphim originally were
serpents, as the name implies.
And the serpent filled a special role as a demon – evident in the
story of Adam's fall (Gen 3). A brazen serpent brings relief from
the effects of the bite of the fiery serpents (Num. 21:9) Yahweh
sent among his disobedient people in the wilderness. Isaiah 14:29,
30:6 speaks of fiery, flying serpents and dragons; and a brazen
serpent, stood in the Temple at Jerusalem, and was an object of
worship until the time of Hezekiah, who destroyed it as being
idolatrous (2 Kings 18:4).
Nonetheless, it may be the seraphim have a counterpart in the
flying serpents of Isaiah (also 2 Esdras 15:29). It is only natural
these winged guardians of Yahweh's throne were ranked as higher
beings and given some features of a human (2Kings 2:11)
Why some insist, like the cherubim they are angels is beyond me.
Is it so inconceivable that God created more than one heavenly
being other than an angel? After all, He did create a multitude of
species of various sorts on earth. And there are horses in heaven
though some believe the horse is merely a symbol of God’s power.
Elijah and Elisha were walking … when there appeared
between them a flaming chariot pulled by fiery horses.
−2Kings 2:11
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